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News: 
 
Indigenous PhD program opens at the University of Alaska (United States). The University of 
Alaska announced in April that it would be opening a new Indigenous Studies Doctoral 
Program.  
For more information: http://indigenousissuestoday.blogspot.com/2009/04/indigenous-
peoples-doctoral-programs.html 
  
Samson and Delilah (Australia) 
Indigenous directed film in Australia shows the hard hitting issues occurring in NT Indigenous 
communities and makes it into a love story that deals with topical health issues such as petrol 
sniffing. 
For more information: http://nit.com.au/blog/?p=291 
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Education Centre: 
Ethical issues surrounding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander collection of data and 
research (Australia) 

by Jonathan "Yotti" Kingsley 

"Within the research process, failing to understand difference in values and culture may be 
reckless act that jeopardises both the ethics and quality of research. However, to do better is 
not always straightforward. Working with a difference in a research context takes time, care, 
patience and the building of robust relationships" (NHMRC, 2003). 

Ownership of data involves the same collaborative trust building process to ensure ethical 



outcomes (NHMRC, 2003, AIATSIS, 2000). It is critical that researchers/ data collectors are 
prompted to ask whether the general research could contribute to the health of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islanders through consultation with key stakeholders within the community 
(NHMRC, 2003; AIATSIS, 2000). Models that have proven to build this trust include: 

  Greater reliance on participatory process 

 Innovative institutional arrangements with ongoing involvement of communities 

  Legal agreements that codify substance 

  Aboriginal community control over the research process 

  Explicitly recognition and commitment to respect 

Important to issues of ownership, researchers and data collectors need to conform to relevant 
legal requirements and Human Research Ethics committee (HREC) need to be satisfied that 
the conduct that they approve is lawful. Beyond law the guiding principles of the NHMRC 
(2003) and AIATSIS (2000) which focus on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities 
are based on reciprocity, respect, equality, meaningful engagement, survival and protection 
and responsibility.  
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