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News:

1. ‘Japan’s native Ainu fights for cultural survival’ For more information:
http://www.etaiwannews.com/etn/news_content.php?id=1109037&lang=eng_news&cate_img
=44 jpg&cate_rss=news_Perspective

2. ‘Indigenous tradition used to fight climate change’ in Australia and beyond...For more
information: http://www.sciencealert.com.au/features/20093011-20318.html

3. ‘More than 200 Paraguay villagers thought sprayed with pesticide’ when being removed
from their ancestral lands...For more information:
http://edition.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/americas/11/10/paraguay.pesticide.attack/
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Study of Licence Allocations- Working Paper 57. Australian National University, Centre for
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Indigenous People and Biodiversity By Coll Hutchison

85% of the estimated 370 million Indigenous people worldwide, are said to live in areas
designated for biodiversity conservation (1, 2). Their direct reliance on natural resources for
food, shelter, medicinal plants, spiritual and other cultural practices, means that they are
especially vulnerable to biodiversity loss (3). Changes in access to biodiversity may threaten
the sustainability of their low consumption of biomass and energy, their right to self-
determination and consequently, to the realisation of their well-being (1, 2, 4)

With the UN's International Year of Biodiversity and Biodiversity Targets set for 2010, it is of
the utmost importance that Indigenous people are included in decision making processes that
concern:
* the role that biodiversity plays in the preservation of their right to self-determination
and well-being
* the part that Indigenous peoples play in biodiversity conservation (5)
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